TRACCIA 1 INGLESE (ESTRATTA)

Over the past decades the European Union has put in place a broad range of environmental
legislation. As a result, air, water and soil pollution has significantly been reduced. Chemicals
legislation has been modernised and the use of many toxic or hazardous substances has been
restricted. Today, EU citizens enjoy some of the best water quality in the world and over 18% of EU's
territory has been designated as protected areas for nature.

However, many challenges persist and these must be tackled together in a structured way.

TRACCIA 2 INGLESE (NON ESTRATTA)

Climate change and environmental degradation are an existential threat to Europe and The
construction, use and renovation of buildings require significant amounts of energy and mineral
resources (e.g. sand, gravel, cement). Buildings also account for 40% of energy consumed. Today
the annual renovation rate of the building stock varies from 0.4 to 1.2% in the Member States. This
rate will need at least to double to reach the EU’s energy efficiency and climate objectives. In parallel,
50 million consumers struggle to keep their homes adequately warm.

TRACCIA 3 INGLESE (ESTRATTA)

Transport accounts for a quarter of the EU’s greenhouse gas emissions, and still growing. To achieve
climate neutrality, a 90% reduction in transport emissions is needed by 2050. Road, rail, aviation,
and waterborne transport will all have to contribute to the reduction. Achieving sustainable transport
means putting users first and providing them with more affordable, accessible, healthier and cleaner
alternatives to their current mobility habits. The Commission will adopt a strategy for sustainable and
smart mobility in 2020 that will address this challenge and tackle all emission sources.

TRACCIA 4 INGLESE (ESTRATTA)

The EU will put emphasis on supporting its immediate neighbours. The ecological transition for
Europe can only be fully effective if the EU’s immediate neighbourhood also takes effective action.
Work is underway on a green agenda for the Western Balkans. The Commission and the High
Representative are also envisaging a number of strong environment, energy and climate
partnerships with the Southern Neighbourhood and within the Eastern Partnership.



